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Green light for trail-blazing church project in Paddington

This Tuesday evening Westminster Council gave the green light to plans to revitalise one of England’s most magical churches, St Mary Magdalene’s in Paddington. The council’s planning committee has approved a new building to adjoin the church, which will provide new facilities allowing St Mary Magdalene’s to operate as a centre for heritage and arts.

This is a milestone decision in a ten year campaign to conserve and develop this iconic church. Built in the 1860s-70s by G.E. Street (architect of the Royal Courts of Justice) this Grade 1 listed building is a treasure house of Victorian art and decoration, but classified as a building “at risk” by Historic England. Since 2005 Paddington Development Trust has been working with the church, residents, and Westminster Council to produce a viable plan for its future – one that puts local people at the heart of its cultural regeneration.
The new building has been ingeniously designed by Dow Jones Architects to provide an airy new learning centre and canal-side café, as well as modern essentials that the church building currently lacks, such as toilets and level access. The new space will unlock the potential of the church for much wider public use and enjoyment, including as an arts venue.

As well as building the new Heritage Centre, the £6.8m project will substantially conserve and repair the historic fabric of the church, revealing its former glory. £4.3m has already been identified from the Heritage Lottery Fund and others, leaving an appeal target of £2.5m to be raised by next July. The new building is due to open to the public in 2018. John Julius, Lord Norwich - patron of the appeal and a local resident – said:

“This is wonderful news indeed, one of London's loveliest Victorian churches will be reborn.”
Over 100 residents and local organisations have written to Westminster Council supporting the proposals. Parish priest, Fr Henry Everett said:
"I am delighted that the planners have recognised local people's desire to bring this building back to life. We must now get down to the serious business of fundraising to make it a reality and to transform the lives of local people."
The vision of a restored ‘Mary Mags’ is of a place that builds common values and community in 21st century London. The project will sustain an active church as window to English art and history, whilst at the same time uncovering the rich ‘living heritage’ of Paddington’s communities, which come from all over the world. Margot Bright, a local supporter, said:
“I’m very excited. This is exactly what we need to bring new life and energy to the area. The focus on heritage and art can really help bring together people of different backgrounds and faiths.”

Mary Mags is at the forefront of new and emerging policies within the Church of England designed to keep churches open as places of worship whilst realising their potential for imaginative new community uses. The partnership with Paddington Development Trust aims to pioneer a way forward for other endangered historic churches. Neil Johnston, PDT Chief Executive said:
“The St Mary Magdalene restoration is one of most exciting projects in London and a test case for new church policies. The local support has been tremendous and we are very grateful to everyone who has helped so far.”

Notes to Editors:

For more information on this project contact:
Toby Gale tel: 07941 795 909, email: toby@pdt.org.uk, and see: www.marymags.org

About Paddington Development Trust:

Paddington Development Trust (PDT) was formed by local people in 1997; since when, working with residents and statutory partners, it has directly raised over £30m and levered in an additional £100m into Paddington. Its mission is “To ensure all Paddington people have access to opportunities leading to social and economic independence”. PDT delivers three key areas of work - community and neighbourhood development, youth activities, skills training and employment and enterprise activities.

About the Diocese of London:
The Diocese of London (2nd century origins, re-organised in 604AD)

· Relating to 18 boroughs north of the River Thames

· Serving 3.9 million people in 277 square miles 

Key facts about the Diocese of London:

· 500+ worshipping communities

· 1,000 clergy and ministers

· 200 men and women in training for ministry

· 70,000 adults on electoral rolls

· 100,000+ regular worshippers

· 149 church schools

· 50,000+ pupils

· 150+ chaplaincies in schools, colleges, hospitals, the Met Police, Heathrow, railways, the Olympics, prisons, theatres, the forces, football clubs, Canary Wharf, livery companies, shops and City institutions

· £1,000,000s raised each year for charities around the world

· 1,500,000+ visitors and worshippers in St Paul’s Cathedral  each year

Churches around the Diocese operate over 1000 community ministry activities aided by over 10,000 volunteers, benefiting over 700,000 Londoners. These projects include work with children, youth and families, homeless people, the elderly and those experiencing problems with health or addiction. In addition, there are thousands of groups working with countless community-based activities take place all across the Diocese, such as mother and toddler groups, youth clubs and Guides and Scouts groups.

About the Church of England’s Reform and Renewal programme:

As part of the Church of England’s Reform and Renewal programme, an important new report published by the Church Buildings Review Group

 HYPERLINK "https://www.churchofengland.org/media/2383717/church_buildings_review_%20report_2015.pdf" \t "_blank"  sets out how the Church of England might better support its church buildings and the clergy and congregations who shoulder the burden of fund raising for repair and maintenance of these churches.
About the Heritage Lottery Fund:
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported almost 35,000 projects with more than £5.6bn across the UK.  See: www.hlf.org.uk. 
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